
1
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GENERAL INFORMATION

CEBA LEVEL A1.1 SECTION TERM 1

UNIT 1 SESSION No 09 TITLE What are these in En-
glish? DATE

LEARNING OUTCOME(S) Use expressions to determine unknown words.

SPECIFIC SKILLS / CONTENT FOCUS Common objects in a school bag or purse, singular and plural; Demonstratives: this / that / these / those; Verb to be: This/that 
is; these/those are

STAGE ACTIVITY AIM MATERIALS TIME

WARM-UP 

1. Tell students, “Work in pairs, please.”

2. Ask, “Do you remember the words from last time?”

3. Say, “You have one minute to write a list of English vocabulary. The team with the longest 
list is the winner, ok?”

4. Ask, “What do you have to do?” and “How many minutes?” and make sure students 
understand the game.

5. Say, “Go!”

6. Time students for one minute and then say “Stop!”

7. Ask each team to say how many vocabulary words they have.

8. The winning team says all their words.

9. Ask, “Do you have any different vocabulary words?”

 Raise energy

 Review classroom 
vocab

•	Board and 
marker

5 min.

LEAD-IN

1. Post images of 4 or 5 typical things in a bag on the board.

2. Post corresponding words of the things on the board.

3. Ss work together to place the names under the pictures.

4. Read words and ask Ss to repeat (several times)

5. Hold up a bag or handbag and ask “What’s in my bag?”

6. Ss guess (saying single words “cell phone”, “pen”, etc.)

7. Leave the images on the board.

 Introduce topic

 Raise interest

 Introduce pro-
nunciation of new 
vocabulary

•	Matching 
names to 
objects images

•	Bag with typical 
objects

•	Tape or blue tack

7 min.
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PRESENTATION

1. From a handbag or bag remove 4 or 5 very common objects (e.g. pen) ask “What’s this?” 
[optional: audio recording]

2. When a student answers, say “This is a pen.” and write it on the board

3. Take out a second pen and ask “What are these?”

4. Next to the other sentence write “These are pens.”

5. “What is different?” – Give a student a marker or a piece of chalk to come up to the board 
and mark all the differences between the two sentences “This is a pen.” and “These are pens.”

6. Drill pronunciation of the two sentences several times.

7. Place one pen on a desk far from you. Point and ask “What is that?”

8. Say and write “That’s a pen.” on the board

9. Place another pen with the first one. Ask “What are those?”

10.  Say and write “Those are pens.” On the board next to the other sentence.

11. “What is different?” – Give a student a marker or a piece of chalk to come up to the board 
and mark all the differences between the two sentences “That is a pen.” and “Those are 
pens.”

12. Drill pronunciation of the two sentences several times.

13. Draw a line between the two sets of sentences and a line across the top to form a table.

14. Point at the sentences with ‘this’ and ‘that’ the sentences with ‘these’ and ‘those’ and ask, 
“What is the difference? When do we use ‘this’ and ‘that’ and ‘these’ and ‘those’?” If nobody 
answers point at the ‘s’ on the word pens and ask, “Why is there an ‘s’ here?”

15. When a student answers, give the two columns the titles ‘singular’ and ‘plural’.

16. Now underline ‘this’ and ‘these’ and ‘that’ and ‘those’ and ask “What is the difference?” 

17. When a student answers, write ‘near’ and ‘far’ next to the corresponding lines. 

In the end, your table should look like this:

Singular Plural

near This is a pen. These are pens.
far That is a pen. Those are pens.

     Tell Ss to copy the table into their notebooks.

 Introduce con-
cept of singular 
and plural; this 
vs. these; that vs. 
those

•	Bag with 4 or 5 
typical objects

•	Audio record-
ing [optional]

10 min.
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PRACTICE

1. Place several of the same items together in 2 different places in the room (for example, three 
pens in one place and some keys in another place).

2. Tell students to “Stand up, please.”

3. Bring them with you to stand next to the pens and ask Ss “What are these in English?”  Elicit 
the answer “These are pens.”

4. Practice in a group saying “These are pens.” several times.

5. Make sure Ss are pronouncing the ‘s’ at the end of ‘pens’ clearly.

6. Stay next to the pens, but point to the keys and ask, “What are those in English?”

7. Elicit “Those are keys.”

8. Now move next to the keys and ask, “What are these?” Ss should respond “These are keys.”

9. Point at the pens and ask, “What are those?” Ss should respond, “Those are pens.”

 Practice saying 
the target 
structures

 Get students 
moving around 
the room

 Practice 
pronunciation of 
these and those 
and plural -s

8 min.

PRODUCTION

1. Pass out cards with different small objects on them typically found in a handbag or school 
bag, some singular and some plural. For every pair of cards with the same image, one has the 
word printed on it and the other does not.

2. Hold up a card with an image, but without any words on it and ask “What are these in English?”

3. Ask several students. If they don’t have the corresponding card with the word on it, ask them 
to repeat “I don’t know.” and shrug your shoulders.

4. The Ss who has the card with the name written on it has to answer “Those are xxx.”

5. Walk to that student, take his or her card, hold the two cards next to each other and say, 
“These are xxx.” (demonstrate more than once if necessary).

6. Tell Ss “Stand up, please. And ask your friends about your cards.”

7. Ss circulate around the class asking each other about the items on their cards.

8. Ask Ss about images on their cards “What are these in English?” and “What are those in 
English?”

 Practice asking for 
vocabulary they 
do not know in a 
realistic situation

•	Set of object 
cards

12 min.

ASSESSMENT 
Circulate among the students during the above activity and evaluate their ability to ask and 
answer questions using the appropriate form of the demonstrative pronoun

•	Speaking 
checklist
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SELF-
ASSESSMENT

1. Say in English and then in Spanish, “If you don’t know how to say something in English, what 
do you ask?” (answers: What is this? What are these? What is that? What are those?)

2. Say in English and then in Spanish, “What did you learn to do today?” (answers: How to ask 
for a word in English. How to identify different things for someone who doesn’t know the 
word. etc. )

1 min.

ASSESSMENT

SKILLS LEARNING OUTCOMES INDICATOR INSTRUMENT

• Speaking • Use expressions to determine unknown 
words.

• Ask and answer questions about new vocabu-
lary in English.

• Speaking checklist
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