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Alternative Basic Education

GENERAL INFORMATION

CEBA LEVEL A1.1 SECTION TERM 1

UNIT 1 SESSION No 08 TITLE In my classroom DATE

LEARNING OUTCOME(S) Use expressions to determine unknown words.

SPECIFIC SKILLS / CONTENT FOCUS Demonstratives: this / that; verb to be: This/that is/ This isn’t / That isn’t / Yes, it is /No, it isn´t; Indefinite articles: a / an.

STAGE ACTIVITY AIM MATERIALS TIME

WARM-UP AND 
LEAD-IN

1.  Place the different school supplies at the front of the room.

2.  Hold up or point to different items and ask, “What is this?” If students don’t know, 
say “I don’t know.” and make the gesture for “I don’t know” by shrugging your 
shoulders.

3.  Say, “Listen to the song.”

4.  Play the song and touch the items as they are mentioned in the song. 

5.  Ss listen to the words in the song and repeat when the word is repeated.

6.  Call a student to the front of the class to touch the items as you play the song 
again.

 Introduce target vocabulary for 
session

 Catch Ss attention

• Pencil 
sharpener, 
eraser, 
ruler, book, 
scissors, chair, 
desk, pen, 
bag

• School 
supplies 
video or 
audio

6 min.

PRESENTATION

1. Hold up different objects mentioned in the song and ask, “What is this?”

2. If Ss respond with one word answers (e.g. “pencil”), complete the sentence for 
them, “It’s a pencil.”

3. Ask whole class to repeat the complete sentence (“Repeat, please.”)

4. Write a table with 4 columns on the board. In the 1st column write “What is this?”

5. Hold up the items and elicit the complete sentences, and write them in the second 
column. (“It’s a pencil.” “It’s a ruler.” etc.).

6. When you have all of the sentences written on the board, go back to “It’s an 
eraser.” 

 Introduce question and answer for 
finding out what things are called 
with ‘this’

• Objects listed 
above

• Board and 
marker

8 min.
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PRESENTATION

7. Underline “an” and point and ask, “Why is it ‘a pencil’, ‘a sharpener’, ‘a ruler’, ‘a 
book’ but ‘an eraser’?” Elicit rule (eraser starts with a vowel).

Up to now, your table should look something like this:

What is this? It’s a pencil.

It’s a pencil sharpener.

It’s an eraser.

It’s a bag. (etc.)

8. Say, “Copy this in your notebooks, please.”

 Introduce question and answer for 
finding out what things are called 
with ‘this’

• Objects listed 
above

• Board and 
marker

8 min.

1. Place a few items in different places in the room.

2. Point at different objects and ask, “What is that?” Ss should answer in complete 
sentences, “It’s a xxx.”

3. Write “What’s that?” in the 1st column of the table under “What is this?”.

4. Underline “this” and “that” and show one more time, holding, for example, a pen 
near you and asking “What is this?” and then placing it far from you and asking 
“What is that?”

5. Elicit the difference (this is for things that are near you and that for things that 
are far away).  

6. Hold up a pencil and ask, “Is this a pencil?” and when students answer yes, say, 
“Yes, it is.” And write that in the 4th column. Repeat with other items.

7. Now hold up an item and ask a question to get a negative answer, e.g. hold up 
a pencil and ask, “Is this a book?” When a student answers no, say, “No, it isn’t” 
and write that in the 4th column, and “It isn’t a book.” In the 3rd column. Repeat 
with other items.

8. Draw a row across the top of the table and ask, “What is the title of this col-
umn?” and fill in the titles of the four columns as students tell you (questions, 
positive, negative, short answer).

 Introduce question and answer for 
finding out what things are called 
with ‘that’

• Objects listed 
above

• Board and 
marker

8 min.
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Now your table should look something like this:

? + - short answer

What is this? It’s a pencil. ----------------
-------

What’s that? It’s a pencil sharpener.
It’s an eraser.
It’s a bag. (etc.)

Is this a pencil? It’s a pencil. Yes, it is.
Is this a book? It’s a pencil. It isn’t a book. No, it isn’t.

Underline the contractions “it’s” and “isn’t” and ask what they mean. Write on 
the board “It’s = it is” and “isn’t = is not”.

1.  Ask Ss to copy the rest of the table into their notebooks.

PRACTICE and 
PRODUCTION

1. Pass out dialogue or copy on to the board.

2. Read the dialogue aloud twice (or play audio recording).

3. Drill the whole dialogue, with women reading the part of Diana and the men the 
part of José.

4. Drill expressions marked in bold: 1) with the whole class 2) one half of the class 
and then the other half 3) only the men and then only the women.

 Introduce target structures and 
vocab. in context

• Dialogue
• [audio 

recording - 
optional]

10 min.

1. In pairs, students practice the dialogue once, then change roles and practice the 
dialogue again.

2. Tell students, “Stand up” and gesture for them to come to the front of the class. 
Make two lines, facing each other.

3. Students practice the dialogue with the person they are facing.

4. When everyone is finished, one person from the end of the line goes to the 
beginning of that line and everyone to the right of him moves down one person 
(i.e. everyone now has a new partner), and Ss practice the dialogue again, changing 
roles.

5. Do this several times until every student has practiced with every other student.

6. Ask for a pair of volunteers to act the dialogue in front of the class.

7. Say to the class, “Please save this dialogue in your notebooks.”

 Use the fixed expressions con-
tained in the dialogue

 Practice speaking and forming the 
words 

10 min.
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ASSESSMENT 1. Use the checklist to assess students while they practice their dialogues Check learning outcomes • Speaking 
checklist

SELF-
ASSESSMENT

1. Ask (in English and in Spanish): “What do you ask when you don’t know the 
word for something?” (Answers: “What’s this?” “What’s that?”). 

2. Ask (in English and in Spanish): “How many new vocabulary words did you learn 
today? More than 2? More than 5? More than 10?”

1 min.

ASSESSMENT

SKILLS LEARNING OUTCOMES INDICATOR INSTRUMENT

• Speaking • Use expressions to deter-
mine unknown words.

• Interact with each other, ask-
ing and answering about un-
known words.

• Checklist


