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Alternative Basic Education

ENGLISH AREA – EBA 2017
GENERAL INFORMATION

CEBA LEVEL A1.1 SECTION TERM 1

UNIT 1 SESSION No 02 TITLE Read! Write! 
Speak! Listen! DATE

LEARNING 
OUTCOME(S) Identify the most common classroom commands.

SPECIFIC SKILLS / 
CONTENT FOCUS Stand up; sit down; read; write; speak; listen; work in pairs; work in groups; repeat; raise your hand

STAGE ACTIVITY AIM MATERIALS TIME

ICE-BREAKER

1. Greet all students at the door with “Hello. How are you?” 
2. Make sure they respond appropriately.
3. When everyone is seated, ask “What’s your name?” and make sure everyone can re-

spond, “My name is ______.”
4. Make sure Ss pronounce the ‘m’ at the end of the word name.

 Review and activate 
previous knowledge
 Learn students’ names

5 min.

PRESENTATION

I know that word!

1. Draw a table with two columns on the board. The title of one column is English and 
the title of the other column is Spanish.

2. Divide the class into 2 teams: team A and team B.

3. Show students that you have a stack of cards.

4. Say, “I have some cards here.” 

5. Hold up the card that says “CARD” and say, “Some cards are in English.” Then hold up 
the card that says “CARTA” and say, “And some cards are in Spanish.”

6. Put the two cards together and say, “Find the English word that corresponds to the 
Spanish word.” Say “Find the English and Spanish words, and write the words on the 
board.” Write the word ‘card’ in the English column and the word ‘carta’ in the Spanish 
column. [It is ok if the students don’t know exactly what to do at this point; they will 
discover what to do when they start talking to each other and looking at each other’s 
cards.]

 Raise energy

 Community building

 Make students realize 
that they already know 
many words in English 

 Make learning English 
seem like a fun and not 
too difficult task

•	Cognate 
cards

10 min.
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PRACTICE

1. Post the images of the different classroom commands on the board and, to one side, post 
the cut-up strips of paper with the words.

2. Point at one of the images and ask, “What is this?” and indicate the list of words. If nobody 
guesses, take the matching word or expression and stick it under the image.

3. Call three or four students to the board and ask them to match the remaining words with 
the images.

4. Give them 30 seconds.
5. When they are finished, ask the rest of the class, “Are they correct? What do you think?”
6. Ask Ss to move any of the words or expressions they think are in the wrong place. 
7. If any are incorrect tell them how many, but not which ones (e.g. “2 are incorrect. Can you 

correct them?”)
8. Continue until all of the images have the correct word or phrase under them.
9. Say, “Ok, copy this in your workbooks, please.”

 Introduce the topic and 
the vocabulary for the 
rest of the session

 Identify which 
vocabulary is already 
familiar to students 
and which is new.

Images of 
classroom 
commands 
and words/ex-
pressions (cut 
into strips)

Blue tack or 
tape

10 min.

PRESENTATION

7. Pass out a set of cards to each team [if you have a small class, you can divide one set 
of cards in two parts, but make sure that each team has matching Spanish and English 
words] and say, “Stand up please.” [Note: the accented syllables in the English words are 
underlined and in bold to help students pronounce them correctly.]

8. When students find a match, they come to the board and write the two words in the 
correct columns followed by an A or B to indicate which team wrote them.

9. The first team to find all the matches and write them on the board is the winner.
10. When all the matches are found and the words are on the board, say, “Very good! You 

already speak English!! Many words are similar in English and Spanish, right? Do you 
know any others?” And write any other words on the board – computer / computadora, 
park / parque, or whatever they suggest. [You can say this part in Spanish if they seem 
totally lost, but the idea is for the students to begin to become comfortable with 
ambiguity, to be comfortable with not understanding every word, and to try and guess 
meaning from context.]

 Raise energy

 Community building

 Make students realize 
that they already know 
many words in English 

 Make learning English 
seem like a fun and not 
too difficult task

•	Cognate 
cards

10 min.
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PRODUCTION

1.	 Point at each image and say the word, at the same time using an easily identifiable 
accompanying gesture (for example: speak – touch your mouth; listen – touch your 
ear; write – pantomime writing; read – pantomime reading an open book; repeat 
– hold your hand to your ear; stand up – raise both hands, palms up; sit down – 
lower both hands, palms down; work in pairs – bring two fingers together; work 
in groups – bring two fingers on each hand together to form a group of four; raise 
your hand – raise your hand).

2.	 Repeat this process again, asking students to repeat what you say and do.

3.	 Now only say the words or expressions and the students perform the gestures or 
actually follow the command, beginning with “Stand up” and “Sit down” and con-
tinuing with all of the commands.

4.	 Next, the teacher only uses the gestures without speaking and the students have to 
follow the commands that the teacher pantomimes, starting with repeat (say “Hello” 
and then hold your hand to your ear, if nobody repeats, do it again and this time 
point to the image of repeat on the board).

 Check comprehension 
of classroom 
commands

 Get students 
accustomed to the 
use of classroom 
commands 
accompanied by 
gestures

Practice pronunciation

7 min.
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ASSESSMENT OF 
LEARNING OUT-

COMES

1. Say, “Stand up” and use the gesture for stand up.
2. Take the card with the word “speak” and the word with the icon for “speak”.
3. Show the card with the word “speak” on it to the students and make the corresponding 

gesture (touch your mouth). 
4. Say, “What does this mean?” and touch your mouth again.
5. The students should answer “speak”.
6. Show the card with the icon for “speak” on it to the class and say “speak”. 
7. Say, “What does this mean?” and say “speak” again.
8. The students should make the gesture for “speak” (i.e. touch their mouths).
9. Give each student a card.
10. Tell the students, “The cards are secret.” and hold the card close to your body to indicate 

that they shouldn’t show them to anyone.
11. Call the first student up to the front of the class. [Note: with larger classes, this activity 

can be done in two smaller groups.]
12. Each student either pantomimes or reads his or her card. The other students in the 

group have to do what the student says. 
13. Continue in the circle until all of the cards have been used.
14. Say, “Sit down, please.” and use the gesture for sit down.

•	 Consolidate under-
standing of classroom 
commands

•	 Practice pronunciation
•	 Build community

 Cards with 
images 
and ex-
pressions 
in no 
particular 
order

12 min.

SELF-ASSESS-
MENT

1.	 Use the checklist to assess comprehension, pronunciation and participation during the 
above activity

Determine whether 
students understand 
the different classroom 
commands as well 
as the importance of 
participation

Checklist During 
the 
above 
activity

ASSESSMENT

SKILLS LEARNING OUTCOMES INDICATOR INSTRUMENT

• Listening and 
speaking

• Identify the most common class-
room commands. 

• Understanding classroom commands follow-
ing instructions. 

• Listening checklist


