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ENGLISH AREA – EBA 2017

GENERAL INFORMATION

CEBA LEVEL A1.1 SECTION TERM 1

UNIT 1 SESSION No 12 TITLE When is your birthday? DATE

LEARNING OUTCOME(S) Use appropriate expressions to communicate the dates of important events

SPECIFIC SKILLS / CONTENT FOCUS Months, days, dates

STAGE ACTIVITY AIM MATERIALS TIME

WARM-UP and 
ACTIVATION 
OF PREVIOUS 
KNOWLEDGE

1. Say, “Listen, please.”

2. Play the audio recording once.

3. Pass out the month cards in random order. (In small classes, some students will 
have more than one card. In this case, try to give them two consecutive months.)

4. Say, “Stand up, please.”

5. Call students to the front of the room. “Ok, stand in order.”

6. Students have to look at their different cards and stand side by side in order of 
the months. 

7. Play the audio recording again. When the song says each month, point to the 
person holding that card (or cards) and make the gesture for repeat.

8. At the end of the song, after the recording says “Now you try”, gesture for all of 
the students to repeat the months in unison with the recording.

9. Now, before the students go back to their desks, ask them post the months on the 
board in an ordered list, beginning with January. Make sure the students notice 
that in English the months always begin with a capital letter.

10. Tell students, “Sit down, please, and copy this list into your notebooks.”

 Introduce students to the 
months of the year 

•	Audio 
recording 
months

•	Month cards
•	Blue tac or 

tape

8 min.
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LEAD-IN

1. Write today’s date on the board in numbers only (for example, 23/5/2017).

2. Point to the number representing the month and ask, “What month are we in 
now?”

3. Underline the date and say, “What is the date today?”

4. When nobody answers, say the date (May twenty-third two-thousand seventeen).

5. Say, “Today you’re going to learn to say the date” and write the word “Dates” on 
the board.

Introduce the topic 2 min.

PRESENTATION

1. Take out the holidays cards (cut them out before class).

2. Hold up the Christmas card and say, “Which month is Christmas in?” and hold it 
next to the various months. When someone says “December” post it next to the 
word December.

3. Say, “Christmas is in December.” Write this sentence on the board. (Leave enough 
space below this sentence to add another sentence later on.)

4. Ask the student who answered to come up to the front of the class and take a 
card. 

5. Say, “Which month is this holiday in?”

6. If the student doesn’t know, ask the rest of the class.

7. Indicate that the student should post the card on the board next to the month 
that the holiday takes place.

8. Write the sentences on the board (for example, “New Year’s Day is in January”).

9. Continue doing this with all the cards.

Introduce students to some 
common holidays

•	Holiday 
cards (cut 
out)

•	Blue tac or 
tape 

8 min.

1. Ask, “How many days are there in December?” (answer 31)

2. “And when exactly is Christmas?”

3. Under the first sentence (Christmas is in December), write “Christmas is on 
December 25th.” and read this aloud. 

4. Point to the ordinal number 25th and say, “In English, the numbers are a little 
different in the dates.”
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5. Take out a prepared table on a large sheet of paper like the following one  (you 
must create this table before class to save time):

1 1st first 21 21st twenty-first
2 2nd second 22 22nd twenty-second
3 3rd third 23 23rd twenty-third
4 4th fourth
5 5th fifth
6 6th sixth
7 7th seventh
8 8th eighth
9 9th ninth
10 10th tenth
11 11th eleventh
12 12th twelfth
13 13th thirteenth
14 14th fourteenth
15 15th fifteenth
16 16th sixteenth
17 17th seventeenth
18 18th eighteenth
19 19th nineteenth
20 20th twentieth 

6. Read through the ordinals and ask students to repeat. Ask, “Which ones are 
different? Which ones do NOT end in ‘th’?” and underline the ‘-th’ at the end of 
some of the ordinals. (answer 1st, 2nd, 3rd)

7. When you get to twenty-third, ask “What’s next?” and continue through to thirty-
first ( just speaking, it is not necessary to write all of these out).

8. Now write a few dates of the holidays above on the board in number form without 
the year (for example, 14/2, 1/1, 28/7)

✓	 Introduce ordinals

✓	 Introduce how the date is 
said in English

•	Board and 
marker

•	Big paper 
with ordinal 
number table 
on it

10 min.
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9. Call students’ attention to the sentence “Christmas is on December 25th” and 
write, under the sentence about Valentine’s Day, “Valentine’s Day is on ___________”.

10. Point to the date written in numbers and ask the class to complete the sentence. 
(answer February 14th)

11. Do this with the other holidays and write the sentences with the dates under the 
sentences with the months. So, for example, under the image of Valentine’s Day, 
you have two sentences:

Valentine’s Day is in February.

Valentine’s Day is on February 14th.

12. Call attention to the prepositions ‘in’ and ‘on’ and ask, “What is the difference?” 
(answer ‘in’ is for months and ‘on’ is for specific dates)  Say, “Copy these sentences 
into your notebooks, please.

PRACTICE

1. Write these dates on the board:

January 4th, February 7th, March 10th, April 12th, May 15th, June 18th, July 21st, 
August 25th, September 27th, October 31st, November 8th, December 2nd 

2. Read each one and ask the class to repeat.

	 Practice saying the date •	Board and 
marker

3 min.

PRODUCTION

1. Say, “My birthday is on XXX” and write the date on the board.

2. Ask several students, “When is your birthday?” Write the question on the board.

3. Pass out the worksheet.

4. Read each of the sentences and check understanding.

5. Say, “Complete this information, ok? You have 4 minutes.”

6. Students work individually to complete the worksheet.

7. Collect their work after 4 minutes.

[Optional, if time: Ask Ss when their birthdays are, starting with January “Is anybody’s 
birthday in January?” and get each student to say their birthday. Write them on the 
board above the months.]

Practice writing dates and 
months

•	Board and 
marker

•	Worksheet

10 min.

ASSESSMENT 
1. Check Ss ability to write the material learned in today’s lesson by assessing the 

worksheet using the writing checklist.  
✓	 Assess learning outcomes •	Writing 

checklist
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SELF-
ASSESSMENT

1. Ask all students, “Can you say your birthday in English?”

2. Ask all students, “What is your favorite holiday?”

3. Ask all students, “What day is it today?” 

1 min.

ASSESSMENT

SKILLS LEARNING OUTCOMES INDICATOR INSTRUMENT

• Writing • Use appropriate expressions to 
communicate the dates of important 
events.

• Complete a form requesting important 
dates

• Writing checklist
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